
Subject Specific Vocabulary 

arithmetic Learning about 

maths and 

numbers 

industry A group of 

companies that all 

produce the same 

thin 

Industrial 

Revolution 

A time of major 

change in the way 

products were 

made 

invention A new thing that 

someone has 

made 

livestock Farm animals 

migrate Move to a different 

area to find work or 

better living 

conditions 

reign To control a 

country 

rural The countryside 

revolution A big change in 

something 

typhoid A bacterial 

infection that can 

spread throughout 

the body 
 

 

 

Topic name: History – The Victorians 
 

Sticky Knowledge 

The period of time between 1837 to 1901 when Queen Victoria 

reigned over Britain. During her 63-year reign, there was a huge 

contrast between how the rich and poor Victorians lived. Queen 

Victoria led the expansion of the British empire and saw major 

changes to all aspects of Britain due to exciting discoveries and 

inventions. 

George Stephenson was a pioneering railway engineer and 

inventor of the 'Rocket', the most famous early railway 

locomotive.  

Children were often forced to work almost as soon as they could 

walk. This was not something new to the Victorian period as 

children had always been expected to work for hundreds of 

years. Many were used as cheap labour. 

Children worked on farms, in spinning factories and sweeping 

chimneys from very young. They worked very long hours in 

dangerous conditions, with little breaks and no fresh air, which 

sometimes resulted in injuries or even death. 

The Industrial Revolution, now also known as the First Industrial 

Revolution, was the transition to new manufacturing processes in 

Europe and the United States, in the period from about 1760 to 

sometime between 1820 and 1840. 

Before railways, the only forms of transport were walking, bicycles 

or horse and cart. The advent of railways innovated Britain. 

 

Exciting Websites 
 

Victorian Inventions & Timeline Of Events for 
Children (victorianchildren.org) 

 
Victorian Inventions 

(primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk) 
 

Can you guess these Victorian Inventions? - 
CBBC - BBC 

 

Interesting Facts  

1838  Queen Victoria crowned aged 18.  

1840  Queen Victoria married Prince Albert.  

1842  Children under 10 can no longer work in 

underground mines.  

1844  Children aged 8-13 can no longer work                    

or more than 6.5 hours per day.  

1856  Each county has to have its own police              

force.  

1861  Prince Albert died of typhoid.  

1864  Children under 10 can no longer work as 

chimney sweeps.  

1870  Schools are built for children aged 5-10.  

1872  The first FA Cup Final takes place.  

1880  The Education Act makes schooling 

compulsory for all children aged 5-10.  

1901  Queen Victoria dies and Edward VII                  

becomes King.  

 

https://victorianchildren.org/victorian-inventions/
https://victorianchildren.org/victorian-inventions/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/inventions.htm
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/inventions.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/hetty-feather-victorian-inventions
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/hetty-feather-victorian-inventions

