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Interesting Facts 
 

A lamp was originally a 

container for holding oil or 

some flammable substance 

that could be burned through 

a sick for lighting. 

 

The world’s longest-lasting light 

bulb, the Centennial Light in 

California, has reportedly been 

burning since 1901, with a few 

interruptions during power cuts. 

 

Light has momentum. 

Researchers are developing 

ways to harness that energy in 

big sails to power space travel! 

 

LED in short for “light emitting 

diode”. They’ve been around 

since 1962. 

 

 

 

Topic name: Design and Technology – The Victorians 
 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Design Decide upon the look 

and functioning of 

something 

Evaluate Assess 

Technology Machinery and 

equipment developed 

from the application of 

scientific knowledge 

Circuit A closed path 
through which an 

electric current flow 

Battery A container consisting of 

one or more cells, in 

which chemical energy is 

converted into electricity 

and used as a source of 

power 

STEM An acronym for the 

fields of science, 

technology, 

engineering and maths 

Parallel Things side by side and 

having the same 

distance continuously 

between them 

Switch A device for making 

and breaking the 

connection in an 

electric circuit 

Functional In operation or 

working 

Wire Metal drawn out into 

the form of a thin 

flexible thread or rod 

Build Construct something 

by putting parts or 

materials together 

 

Sticky Knowledge 

One of the reasons why the Victorian era which lasted from 1837 to 1901 is so well known 

and remembered is for the inventions which took place during this period. Things which 

we use in our daily lives are a product of the Victorian inventions.  

The year 1838 was the year when the first photographs were taken by Louis Daguerre in 

France and William Henry Fox-Talbot in Britain. 

the invention of the Penny Black stamp with Queen Victoria’s face on it against a black 

background in the year 1840. This was the first and the most adhesive stamp to be used. 

The period of the 1840s till the early 1850s was characterised by the growing popularity 

for railways. 

The telephone, invented by Alexander Graham Bell in 1876 

The Electric bulb which was invented in the year 1879 by Thomas Edison soon started 

replacing the traditional dim yellow gas light, oil lamps, and candlelight. 

The Christmas card was also invented by John Horsely  

Inventions made in the Victorian era include: photographs, the Penny Black stamp, 

railways, telephones, electric bulbs, concrete, sewing machine, safety match, petrol, oil, 

Ice cream, X-rays, rubber tyres, pneumatic tyres, gramophone, electric tram, 

underground railway in London, typewriter, horse drawn tram, as well as the first hydro-

electric power station which produced electricity from fast flowing water etc which find 

a place even in today’s day to day life. 

In the first half of the 1800s, classes were massive. Sometimes there were more than 100 

pupils in every class. 

Middle class Victorian homes normally had a ‘parlour’ to demonstrate social status.  

The parlour came into use as a private home’s social centre. Courting couples met in 

the parlour. Women had each other to tea in their parlours. The finest furniture and 

exhibitions of artistic taste were displayed in the parlour as conversation pieces. 
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